


“can” happen, Haidt fails to mention that the
overwhelming conviction among evolution-
ary theorists remains that they are most
unlikely, since the selection differential be-
tween groups would have to exceed the cost
differential experienced by self-sacrificial
individuals within groups. 

By a rhetorical sleight of hand, after
describing D. S. Wilson’s group-selection
hypothesis for the evolution of religion, Haidt
then announces—as though it were fact—that
“group selection greatly increased coopera-
tion within the group” (p. 1001). This is pure
speculation, not fact, and highly controversial,
contrarian speculation at that.

In another case of substituting opinion for
reality, Haidt proposes his “Principle 4,”
arguing for the biological legitimacy of
“patriotism, respect for tradition, and a sense
of sacredness” (p. 1001). Perhaps, in the
future, these supposed components of morality
will be found to have genuine evolutionary
underpinnings, but for now they seem closer
to a political platform plank for the religious
right; psychologists interested in achieving a
new synthesis by applying evolutionary bio-
logy to human morality should bear in mind
that just because these notions appeared in


