




right to read is a basic human right, one that is necessary for a functioning society, and the
students of New York deserve to have as many opportunities for growth as they possibly can. It
is imperative that these improvements to early education happen as soon as possible to help as
many young students as possible.

Sincerely,

Asher McKinney-Ring and Clara Morgan

Rationale:
Reading is one of the most fundamental skills for an individual to participate in society. If

an individual is illiterate, it’s nearly impossible to get a complete education, applying for jobs
becomes significantly more difficult, the type of jobs one can get are significantly limited, it’s
difficult to navigate medical and tax paperwork, and more. We believe that illiteracy is setting a
large number of vulnerable people behind, and the racial disparity in illiteracy rates is reinforcing
a broken system that has oppressed people of color for hundreds of years. This bill would help
large groups of children grow up without having to navigate the stress of not being able to read,
and would drastically change the opportunities for upward mobility and the quality of life for
many citizens. We need to close the illiteracy gap by instituting the method of
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