
BE IT RESOLVED: The faculty of Skidmore College expresses its profound 

appreciation and admiration for the following member of the Skidmore 

faculty who has this year expressed her determination to retire.  The faculty 



remarkable role model and mentor for newer faculty, as well as for students, 

both traditional and those in the University Without Walls Program.  As a 

colleague has said of her work with UWW students, ñCharlotte is unfailingly 

supportive, caring and rigorous.ò  Throughout the wide range of courses 

Charlotte has taught, her students have commended her for these attributes.  

More, they have praised her passion for the texts and for teaching, the 

variety of modes in which she presents course material, her eagerness to 

help, and her respect for them.  

 



of biography ï and that was just one year! Her remarkable energy for her 

scholarly work has led to approximately twenty substantive essays in print.  

She has been a leader and an innovator among scholars, teaching us to 

discern the neglected or undervalued work, placing it in new and 

illuminating contexts, and thereby initiating its reconsideration by the 

literary establishment.  Most noteworthy, of course, is her literary biography 

of Jean Stafford, A Savage Heart, the exhaustive, complex and exhilarating 

preparation of which she shared at her 1995 Moseley Lecture, ñLiterary 

Biography: Fashioning a Female Subject.ò   Throughout her career, she has 

written and spoken of her experiences as a graduate student, scholar, wife, 

mother, commuter and professor, as these experiences illuminate the 

complexities of literary texts and authorsôïand criticsô--lives. As Charlotte 

has said, ñIn the process of reconstructing Jean Staffordôs life, I have not 

always approved of her actions.  Nevertheless, as a wife, mother, and 

grandmother, as well as a teacher and scholar, I have identified with her 

struggles to define herself.ò 

 

There can be no question that Charlotte Goodman has defined herself as 

teacher, scholar and colleague par excellence at Skidmore College.  We wish 

her many more years of commuting up the Northway to rejoin us. 


